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When I was a young boy one of our favorite summer pastimes other than playing baseball was 

building a tree house.  Each summer we would get all excited about building a great hideout in 

the sky for our group of friends.  Perhaps we were influenced by the popular movie “Swiss 

Family Robinson” which came out about that time. 

 

In order to build this tree house we would find and pick a tree in some woods near our home that 

had a large branch system that would hold such a structure.  Then we would all go home and 

check our garages, talk to our parents, trying to find leftover wood would could use. 

 

Then with a coffee can full of old nails and some old hammers our parents let us use we 

developed our plans thinking we were like big city architects and we began building.  We always 

used way too many nails and they never were pounded in as straight as we wanted them to. 

 

And yet even though the wood was different sizes and there were many gaps in the floor and 

walls we thought this tree house represented our kingdom for the summer.  And from our 

kingdom we always made it known that “No Girls Were Allowed.”  It is amazing how that 

priority changed as the years went on. 

 

In the Lord’s Prayer Jesus teaches us to pray, “Thy Kingdom Come.”  But what is this kingdom?  

Jesus says in some parables in Matthew 13 that the kingdom is like a mustard seed, like yeast, 

like a treasure and a pearl, and like catching fish.  It is something that is to grow, and multiply, 

and of which we should sell all that we have in order to have it. 

 

This kingdom that Jesus speaks about is more than just a place.  It is wherever God is in charge 

and wherever Jesus’ love lives in people’s hearts.  With the coming of Jesus to this earth the 

wonderful thing is that we do not have to wait until some future life in order to experience this 

kingdom.  “Thy kingdom come…on earth as it is in heaven.” 

 

God’s kingdom, therefore, is both now and not yet.  It is here in this world and yet it will arrive 

in the future.  It is finished through Jesus’ death and resurrection, and yet it is not fully complete.  

Jesus brought the kingdom of heaven to this earth and yet it is still in the process of becoming. 

 

With the reality of temptation and sin in our lives and world we will be able to catch a glimpse of 

this kingdom in all its glory yet it will never be perfect in this life.  It will always be in the 

process of becoming.  It is only when Jesus comes again on the last day that he will usher in his 

kingdom in all its glory and perfection forever.  Thus we pray, “Thy kingdom come.” 

 

Back in the late 90’s Kim and I, my two brothers and their spouses, my sister and her husband, 

and my parents went on a Thompson Family Heritage Trip to the holy land of Norway.  (My 



father always called this the “other holy land.”)  It was a special time to see all these sights, 

many relatives, my grandparents/great-grandparents’ homes, and to hear many heritage stories 

from my parents. 

 

When we flew over to Norway I remember my feeling as I looked out of the plane window and 

saw some of the beautiful mountains and landscape of this wonderful country.  From the plane, 

however, I could only see a glimpse—a foretaste of the incredible scenery we saw when we 

landed. 

 

In the same way we see just a glimpse of God’s kingdom as we work to build it in Christ’s 

church on this earth.  And yet we need to always realize that it is nothing like the wonder of that 

kingdom to come.  It is as we say about Holy Communion a “foretaste of the feast to come.” 

 

“Thy kingdom come.”  Today I have some examples of this kingdom that we are praying for in 

the Lord’s Prayer.  The kingdom of God is like a person who commits their heart and life to 

following Jesus each day by faith. 

 

The kingdom is seen in how this person worships faithfully and seeks to grow in their 

understanding and faith.  And it is also seen in how this person tries to grow Christ’s kingdom by 

sharing their faith with others, in sharing the stewardship of their resources to support Christ’s 

ministry, and in inviting others to come to know Jesus as their Lord and Savior. 

 

Oh this person and church are anything but perfect.  Selfishness, anger and patience are still 

major issues.  And yet this person knows and acknowledges that they are in constant need of 

forgiveness and renewal.  They know and experience some of the joy and wonder of living for 

Jesus right now—and they look forward to the day they will live with Jesus forever. 

 

“Thy kingdom come.”  This kingdom is also like a young married couple who have put their 

faith in Jesus, their involvement in the church, and their communication about spiritual things at 

the center of their relationship.  Oh, they both know that sin and misunderstandings will seek to 

change those priorities and we glimpse some of the glory of heaven as we see how deep their 

love and respect is for each other.  Love is a powerful thing in God’s kingdom. 

 

“Thy kingdom come.”  God’s kingdom is also like a family—a family of one or two parents and 

children, or a blended family, or the single family unit of someone single, divorced or 

widowed—who have dedicated their life together in following Jesus. 

 

Oh, there are definitely growing up pains and challenges for the children, multiple activities with 

never enough time to do them—and yet this family is seeking to keep Jesus as their top priority.  

They are seeking to help each other live in their faith and to be all that God wants them to be. 

 

“Thy kingdom come.”  This kingdom is also like a church, a congregation of people, who love 

Jesus and are focused on his mission.  Oh, this church is not perfect in any way—they have a 

long way to go.  They face all the struggles of misunderstandings and unrealized expectations 

like every church does.  They have a long way to go to be the church that Jesus calls them to be. 

 



And yet a glimpse of God’s kingdom is seen whenever they come to together in worship and 

praise of our Savior Jesus Christ.  A glimpse of Christ’s kingdom is seen as the people grow in 

their faith, pray for one another, and care for one another in Jesus’ name. 

 

God’s kingdom is seen as they reach out in love and giving in their church, in their community, 

and in the world.  It is where they boldly witness to others about Jesus and where they make sure 

they welcome new people in Jesus’ name.  God’s kingdom comes as a congregation works 

together to fulfill Christ’s mission of making disciples and building God’s kingdom on earth. 

 

“Thy kingdom come.”  Yes, my friends, as we look around us today we can catch a glimpse of 

God’s kingdom around us.  We can see the many wonderful and miraculous ways that God is 

working in our lives and in our church. 

 

May we all, you and I, follow Jesus and his will in helping to build and strengthen God’s 

kingdom in our personal lives, in our homes, and in our church.  May we celebrate and rejoice in 

the many ways Christ’s kingdom is doing great things in our world.  And may we joyfully 

anticipate the day when Jesus will come again and his kingdom will be revealed in all its glory. 

 

May we pray each day, “Thy kingdom come…on earth as it is in heaven.”      


